19
(=]
o
-
)
x
[¢]
oy
(a1]
<
®
£
o)
=
o

England versus




Over the last 114 years,
only three companies have
manufactured official

All Black rugby jerseys.




1905 -1997 Canterbury
Playing jersey and ‘supporters’ jersey.

1990 -1995 The Original Rugger Gear Co.
All Black leisure wear and the “Classic All Blacks” playing gear.

1998 -2019 Adidas
Playing jersey, ‘supporters’ jersey and branded leisure wear.
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1. Dave Gallagher, captain of the ‘original’ 1905 All Blacks.
2. The Original Rugger Gear Co. logo.

3. Historic New Zealand rugby team logos.



In 1988 Paul Wilding conceived the idea to reproduce the
1905 “Original” All Black rugby jersey and market as

throughout New Zealand, while simultaneously seeking
partners to take the concept to it’s maximum potential.

leisure wear. L‘gﬁs
Paul commenced manufacturing and marketing the jerseys G "J/MB
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. The Original Rugger Gear Co. supplied the World Champion “Classic” All Black
rugby team with their playing gear from 1991-1995.

. Three of the greatest rugby players in the world, in their respective positions,
endorsed the Original Rugger Gear Co. clothing.

3. The Prime Minister Jim Bolger launches the range from his Beehive office, 1991.

Image following page:
The range was launched in Treviso Italy 1991 with the All Blacks playing against
a Colonna XV. The range was licensed to an Italian manufacture.




The concept was offered to Canterbury Clothing -
they rejected the offer, replying: &
“We do not think the idea has commercial merit”.




There were many battles, including a legal battle against the
NZRFU over the use of the words; “All Black”.

In time Paul was successful in attracting two of the founding
directors of Woolrest Corporation as partners.

From there the business experienced rapid international

CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF RUGBY

1. Embroidered jersey badge celebrating the NZRFU Centennary.

2. The Original Rugger Gear Co. provided the playing kit for the curtainraiser team
prior to the All Blacks playing a World XV. at Eden Park 1992.

3. The Original Rugger Gear Co. t-shirt, sweatshirt, and pants leather label.

4. lllustration of the ‘original’ 1905 All Black jersey.




1. Sketch of promotion vehicle idea.

2. lllustration of the big selling jersey based on the ‘Blue & Golds’.

3. Sketch of the successful ‘Original Rugger Gear’ Newmarket retail shop 1991.



1. Proposed future ‘Original Rugger Gear’ branded clothing range.

2. Small watercolour of the ‘Town versus College’ by Paul Wilding.

3. The “Blue & Golds”: the first team to represent New Zealand.
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1- 3. Proposed logos for an American range.



The 2011 Rugby World Cup win cemented the All Blacks as the most
successful rugby team ever, the sport’s biggest brand and possibly one
of the greatest sports brand in the world. The All Blacks have prevailed
for well over a century as one of the most distinctive and successful
international brands in the history of all sport.

Today the All Black jersey earns the NZRFU over $30 million in
royalties from Adidas each year, and an estimated $30 million in
sponsorship revenue from AlG and others (does not include TV).

1. Waikato captain Hugh McLaren after the successful 1951 Ranfurly Shield challenge
against North Auckland. Painted by Paul Wilding.

2. Rugby painting by Paul Wilding.
3. Limited Edition certificate celebrating 125 years of amateur rugby in New Zealand.

4. ‘The College versus Town’ painted by Paul Wilding in 1993 is the first game of
rugby played in Nelson, New Zealand, 1870. The painting hung in the International
Rugby Hall of Fame for two years, before finding it’'s way to it’s spiritual home:
Nelson College.

It is recognised by the NZRFU as the “official” pianting of the game.



In time Canterbury hijacked the concept; their superior
manufacturing, distribution channels, financial resources and
unethical business practices ultimately strangled the
Original Rugger Gear Co.

However, in time the NZRFU replaced Canterbury in favour of Adidas
as the official jersey supplier and Adidas then redesigned the new
All Black jersey using the 1905 design as the primary source of
inspiration.
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1. Canterbury 1905 All Black ‘knock-off’ jersey advert, 1992,
(In 1988 lawyers Russell McVeigh had ascertained that The Original Rugger Gear
Co. had exclusive claim to the proprietary rights of the jersey design).

2. Canterbury 1924 All Black jersey advert.
3. After losing the contract to manufacture All Black jerseys to Adidas, Canterbury
in 2001 released a range of “Invincible” jerseys. Within a short period of time,

the might of Adidas stopped Canterbury in their endeavours.

4.  Commentary from Original Rugger Gear Co. director Dr Grahame Craig in 2001.



The new 2015 All Black jersey.

The new jersey has paid tribute to the

legendary 1905 All Black Original team, and incorporates many styling cues from the
jersey.

The All Blacks won the 2015 Rugby World Cup
and in 2016 won the “World team of the year” award at the Laureus Sports Awards.



